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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all back- 
grounds and beliefs. Local group activ- 
ities range from holidays for the handi- 
capped and children’s playschemes to arts 
festivals and even bird-watching. Toc H 
is short for Talbot House: the soldiers’ 
club in Belgium founded by the Reverend 
‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. Today Toc H 
provides opportunities for people to test 
the relevance of practical Christianity and 
we welcome anyone who would like to 
give us a try. 
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VIEWPOINT 


A word of explanation about the advert- 
isement which was hastily placed in last 
month’s issue: | am, in fact, giving up the 
job at the end of April — for the best of 
reasons, So they tell me, as we are expect- 
ing our first new McWilliam edition in 
July! However, / still have two more 
issues to produce, and my successor’s first 
edition will be in June. 

1 don’t know whether this is a sig- 
nificant omen... but the Editorial Office 
has been in some chaos throughout Jan- 
uary because of the Great Flood which hit 
Headquarters over the New Year, the 
waters descending through the editor’s 
ceiling (and through Joyce Green’s, next 
door}. Apologies to anyone whose corres- 
pondence may have been delayed. (We 
won't use this excuse much longer!) Here 
is a slightly damp March issue... the 
show must go on! 

With courage in both hands, this 
month I have resumed the theme of indus- 
trial democracy. Do read the feature on 
page eight about the remarkable Ernest 


Bader and his Scott Bader Commonwealth. 


This Commonwealth is fascinating 
to me, not primarily for political reasons, 
but because here is a Christian, a Quaker 
as it happens, who has worked out the 
implications of his faith for every sphere 
of his life. Realising that the economic 
system in which he found himself was, to 
pul it simply, damaging too many lives, he 
set out to find a new and better pattern 
for working and living together. ‘The 
Commonwealth’, he says, ‘is meant to 
demonstrate a new industrial way of life: 
a truly human caring and sharing way 
based upon the example of the Christ 
Spirit.” 

Ernest Bader’s approach is much 
in sympathy with what 1 believe Toc H to 
be about: to take the gospel of Christ and 
turn it into practical living expression. 
And this, as I see it, means not only try- 
ing to express the Four Points in the hum- 
drum of daily private life, but also stretch- 
ing our minds to consider how we can est- 
ablish farther afield the influence of love, 
service and fairinindedness — whether this 


means attending parent-teacher associa- 
tions, voting in union matters, or whatever. 
In ail these things, the objective is basic- 
ally the same: to enable more people to 
enjoy life abundantly, to give people the 
chance to flourish so that they might real- 
ise something of the potential with which 
they were created. 

Hence, Ernest Bader says that ‘our 
Commonwealth is based upon the belief 
that the ultimate criteria in the organis- 
ation of work should be human dignity 
and service, instead of solely economic 
performance’, with people ‘going beyond 
rights and duties to embrace responsibility 
for society’, 

That adults should have the right 
and responsibility to run their own lives — 
albeit in deference to the group — is to me 
self-evident, although others of different 
ideological persuasion will obviously dis- 
agree. Eighteen months ago in Viewpoint 
| raised the issue of industrial democracy 
and met with roars of protest from those 
who thought either that worker particip- 
ation was blatantly undesirable or who 
could see no evidence of a sense of respon- 
sibility among the workers to justify it. 
Now it seems that worker participation is 
inevitable — and the recently published 
Bullock Report bears this out. The sig- 
nificant arguments now are not about 
whether we shall have worker particip- 
ation in ‘managerial’ decisions, but about 
how we shall have it: ic the ways and 
means of achieving it. 

But whatever pattern is established 
whether we have one- or two-tier Boards, 
whatever decisions are open to wider part- 
icipation, at least we have reached a more 
general acceptance of the fact that you 
cannot expect to ignore the feelings of 
others and maintain constructive relation- 
ships. (It’s an incredibly obvious point to 
make, but remarkably often ignored.) 

Problems will always remain in any 
organisation, we might never attain an 
ideal state, but the need to search for new 
ways of expressing responsible love is as 
vital and urgent as ever. 
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Members accept a four-fold commitment: 
l. To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 


2. To give personal service. 


3. To find their own convictions while 
always being willing to listen to the views 
of others. 


4>-To-work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 
of God. A 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world 
in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


£33,000-Well done! 


says Arthur Frymann, Diamond 
Jubilee Committee Chairman 


Not all good things come to an end. Our 
60th birthday celebrations will remain in 
the lives of thousands in Southern India 
and in the widening horizons of those who 
pass through the portals of Penrhyn. 

We asked our friends to join us to 
celebrate 60 years of wonderful living. 
Thousands of people we scarcely know 
have helped us and sent us gifts; govern- 
ment grants have been entrusted to us. 

At last Toc H has discovered that it can 
itself ask for help and receive it. 

The result to date (10 February) 
has been £33,323. Well done everybody! 
Regions, areas, districts, branches, mem- 
bers, builders, and the friends and families 
of us all. Thank you everyone. God bless 
you all, God bless Pannikampatti, God 
bless Port Penrhyn. 


Pannikampatti: the well and pump house 
are now complete. 
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Port Penrhyn: much of the decorating has 
been done by Stokeheath Borstal. 
Left: what do our staff members get up to? 
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All names and characters are entirely ical viewpoints = ee religious 


fictional and no reference is intended 


t 
to any person alive or dead. This has not been just a happy acciden 


The concern for a mixture stemmed from 
a clear understanding that the magic of 
Talbot House, Poperinge, arose because 
the most unlikely people were meeting 
each other, and learning that they could 
become friends. Many other clubs for the 
troops provided the same facilities that 
Talbot House did, but the distinctive 
feature which gave the Old House its 
renown was the atmosphere of fellowship 
between those who otherwise would not 


have met. 


Toc H has often been humorously called 
a Human Zoo. Itis a title of which the 
Movement is proud, because it is a com- 
ment on the amazing variety, or mixture, 
of members and friends. Tinkers, tailors, 
soldiers, sailors, rich men, poor men, 
beggarmen and thieves have all, at some 
stage, played their part in Toc H. 


Throughout the 6C years of the Movement, 
great emphasis has been laid on the idea of 
mixture. In the early days, the stress was 
on a mixture of class, but it soon became 
clear that it should apply with equal force 
to the creation of a mixture of ages, nat- 
ionalities, education, employment, polit- 


Barriers between people so often seem 
to be emphasised in the present day world; 
sometimes through fear or ignorance, Or 
for more devious political reasons. And 


Edgar Knowles is 63 and a retired Bank 
Manager, He was in submarines during 
the War. He isa strict Baptist. and a pil- 
lar of the local Baptist Chapel. He votes 
Tory, but isn't really very pleased with 
Mrs Thatcher 
He plays golf regularly and competently. 


The oldest member is Harry Rhodes, who 
has lived in Midtown all his life. He is 69. 
He used to work as a foreman ata local 
engineering works, and has been an active 
Union man for many years. He isa 
Roman Catholic, has several grandchildren, 
and since his retirement has become an 
enthusiastic and expert gardener. He is 
an easy-going, equable fellow, but still 
nurses a deep bitterness over the 
Depression. 


Dave Chidding is single. He works ata 
local clothes shop. He had seven years in 
the Army before and after the War, and 
spent some time in the Far fast, meeting 
up with Toc H in Singapore. He isan 
active member of the local Liberal Party, 
and isan intermittent Anglican. 


ii Family Portrait Por 


he wasa Ted Heath man. 


by John Mitchell | 


yet Toc H, in its Sm ec i. ja its small way, ee way, is still able to 
achieve surprising results in its attempts 
to bring people together in friendship, 
One could go to almost any Toc H branch 
or group and be sure to find some sort of 
unlikely friendship. It may not always be 
a very visible and dramatic mixture, but 
it remains a meeting among minds which 
is out of the ordinary. Let us take a con. 
crete example: Midtown Branch, This is 
an imaginary branch, but each of the 
issues described here has been faced by a 
Toc H group, somewhere, sometime. 


Midtown is an average sized branch of ten 
members. They work with the blind, run 

a shop at the local hospital and several 
members visit individual old people. They 
meet every Tuesday at the local Scout Hut 
and occasionally invite a speaker. ; 


Billy Forsyth is aged 38. He is education- 
ally sub-nonnal, and works in a sheltered 
workshop. He lives with his elderly 
parents who reckon to go out fora break 
on the night that Billy is ‘safe at Toc He 
Billy is an enthusiast for pop music, and 
will often arrive at Toc H with a handful 
of records to play, but he is rationed by’ 
the branch to one per night. 


Tom Parkin is 48 and is now unemployed 
after some 20 years of steady work as a 
postman. He lost his job after a convict- 
ion for obtaining money by false pretences 
and has since suffered severe depression. 

Tom is an avid football fan, and secretary 
of the supporters club of the local third 
division side. 


Phyllis Scranton is 62, a grandmother, and 
has been a housewife ever since she mar- 
ried at the age of 21. Her first husband 
died in 1968, but she very soon re-married 
and incurred severe local disapproval. She 
shares her enthusiasins equally between 

Toc H, Bingo and the Church of England. 


Daphne Scranton is Phyllis's unmarried 
daughter, age 40. She works as a copy- 
typist with a local firm of chartered 
accountants. She is somewhat stifled by 
her mother, but was persuaded to became 
branch secretary last year, despite her 
mother’s advice that she would not be 
able to cope. 
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So here is a really mixed group. But the 
people in Midtown Branch might equally 
be gathered together in a waiting room, 
or sitting on a bus. What is distinctively 
Toc H is what we seek to do with the 
mixture. 


The Toc H method is to challenge those in 
a group to try and form the sort of relat- 
ionships which people would normally 
not risk, and seek to avoid. We can use 
two adjectives to describe the sorts of 
relationships we seek: ‘unconditional’ and 
‘whole’. 


The concept of an ‘unconditional relation- 
ship’ can best be explained by contrasting 
it to ‘conditional relationships’. Condit- 
ional relationships are becoming increas- 
ingly normal in our society. These are the 
sorts of relationship which depend on a 


Sue Hanning is aged 27. She has been 
blind since birth, and works in a local 
factory which makes soft toys. She is a 
Quaker, and was brought into Toc H by 
Edgar Knowles whose wife is also a 
Quaker. 


person making an effective contribution, 
and which cease if the contribution ceases. 
The best example is membership of a team, 
in which one’s relationship with other 
players depends entirely on being able to 
play one’s part effectively. Relationships 
at work are also conditional. Many is the 
man who expected to take into retirement 
the friendships he had enjoyed at work, 
but who finds to his sorrow that they can- 
not bridge the gap. All too often in com- 
merce and industry, relationships are con- 
ditional upon a person not being pro- 
moted ahead of his friends. In many in- 
stitutions in society there are, in fact, 
pressures On a person not to maintain 
close friendships with those of a different 
stratum or position. 


ao 
A man largely surrounded by such condit- 
ional relationships inevitably becomes un- 
certain and anxious as to who his real 
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Bert Foster is 45, a hospital porter and 
member of the Health Service Employees 
Union, CoHSE; He was born in East 
London, but was evacuated to Midtown 
during the War, and came back to live 
there when he married. He has one son, 
a Mongol, to whom he and his wife are 
devoted. 


Alfred Gander is a local GP, aged 59, 
married with three grown-up children. He 
is an active member of Rotary, a member 
of the local Conservative Association, and 
a vocal member of the British Humanist 
Association. 


friends are. Traditionally, the pressure of 
conditional relationships was balanced by 

the unconditional welcome and accept- 

ance that a person met at home. At its 

best, the family is the source of the most 
complete form of unconditional relation- 
ships. A mother’s love is in no way con- 
ditional upon the child being a success or 
being competent or even being nice. The 
devotion shown to the mongol child by 

Bert Foster and his wife is a good example 

of unconditional acceptance. The Prod- 

igal Son remains the ultimate example of 

a father offering unconditional love, and 

is the ultimate statement about how fam- __ 
ilies are meant to be. It is this sort of 
relationship which Toc H tries to emulate 
in its groups — because we believe this is 

the way Christ sought to accept people; 
because it is in these relationships that 
people relax and grow; and because the 
world desperately needs the reassurance 
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and love of unconditional friends. Surely 
this is the reason for our use in Toc H of 
the word ‘family’. We seek to make our 
relationships more family-like every day. 
* * $ 

This may all sound very theoretical, but 
Midtown Branch understands the point. 
They might not use words like ‘uncondit- 
ional’ but twice over the last ten years 
they have shown that they understand. 


When Phyllis Scranton’s husband was 
dying painfully, Phyllis on numerous 
occasions left Daphne to nurse him and 
spent the night at a friend’s house, whom 
she married soon after her husband’s 
death. The local community reacted with 
disgust and anger, and Phyllis and her new 
husband had to put up with a lot of un- 
pleasantness and ostracism. Midtown 
Branch was deeply divided. Some felt 

she should be asked to resign, so the 
branch could make it clear to her and to 
the public that Toc H had certain views 
on marriage and loyalty, based on its 
Christian principles. Dr Gander, the 
Humanist, didn’t agree that marriage loy- 
alty was a peculiarly Christian thing, and 
argued that it was precisely at this time 
thai Phyllis needed the support of friends. 
Gradually the branch came round to 
Gander’s viewpoint. It wasn’t unanimous; 
one or two still felt she should resign, even 
if only temporarily until it had all blown 
over. But the final view of the majority 
was that friendship should be maintained 
in bad times as well as good; and for 
Phyllis to retain her membership was a 
public statement that that was where they 
stood. She stayed, and Daphne stayed, 
and now, eight years later, it is just a 
painful memory. They had, in fact, de- 
cided that their relationship with Phyllis 
was not conditional upon her behaving 

in a way that pleased them, nor in a way 
that was a credit to Toc H. 


Not surprisingly, a similar debate took 
place when Tom Parkin was recently 
convicted, and lost his job. This time, 
however, the branch found it easier to 
agree, perhaps because they had already 
wrestled with the problem during the 
Phyllis Scranton episode, or perhaps be- 
cause stealing was not as emotive as 
adultery. They could clearly see that a 
deeply depressed Tom needed their friend- 
ship and support more than ever, and it 
really didn’t matter if anyone disapproved 
of Toc H members being friends with a 
‘criminal’. 


Needless to say, the group was in no way 
weakened by the arguments over these 
issues. In fact it was strengthened, and it 
was not insignificant that Phyllis Scranton 
was one of those most insistent that Tom 
should be supported. People had grown 
and matured in the process of trying to 
sort out, honestly, the problems of a relat- 
ionship — that is all part of what we call 
the method of Toc H. 


The second adjective used before was 
‘whole’. This is in contrast NOS ton 
ships which one can call ‘fractiona: . Peter 
Monie in the book Toc H Under Weigh > 
refers to societies of ‘fractions of people 
as opposed to Toc H which was 4 society 
of ‘whole men’. By fractional societies, 
Peter meant the sort of groups in which a 
person only participates in part. For 
example, when a man goes to a political 
meeting, the part of him that is interested 
in politics attends, but not the part that is 
interested in Mozart, or theology, or his 
grandchildren. Similarly, relationships in 
most societies which are formed for a 
specific purpose are fractional relation- 
ships, whether it be a gardeners’ club, a 
film club, a drinking club, or whatever. 

In none of these would a man risk sharing 
with others his intimate and deepest 
thoughts about belief, or feelings. It is 
even, sadly, true that most Churches have 
become fractional societies, and the only 
part of a man that attends is the part that 
wants to be holy and talk about Church 
things. Most members of congregations 
do not know each other any better than 
they know their work-colleagues. Relat- 
ionships at these limited levels must 
inevitably be less deep, and therefore less 
resilient against shocks and tensions. Easy 
come, easy go. 


By contrast, a whole relationship is one 
in which one risks total involvement, and 
allows the other person to know one fully, 
warts and all. A friend has been described 
as someone who knows you but who still 
likes you, and that is the only sort of 
really enduring friendship that can survive 
the test. The achievement of this sort of 
whole relationship requires hard work, 
the readiness to risk the tension of arguing 
out disagreements, and the readiness to 
go on trying to find a meeting point with 
someone who may anger you. But, as 
Alec Churcher points out in Stirring the 
Mixture, it is a pearl of great price, and, 
like the pearl within the oyster, is the 
result of pain and irritation. 

* * * 
But what does all this mean in practice? 
What does it mean for Midtown Branch? 
It means that, from time to time, Harry 
Rhodes, Dave Chidding, Edgar Knowles 
and Dr Gander have a real set-to on poli- 
tics, and it can get very rough sometimes. 
Daphne Scranton sits with eyes wide open, 
still scandalised at the language, but she 
knows as well as the rest of them that 
they will all remain friends afterwards, 
even if they may shout at each other at 
political meetings. Tension is also appar- 
ent when Dr Gander, who believes in 
abortion on demand, clashes with Harry 
whose Roman Catholic background re- 
mains deeply offended by the idea of 
abortion. Also, of course, discussions on 
abortion are impossible without reference 
to disabled and handicapped kids, and the 
presence in the room of Bert Foster, a 
loving father of a mongol child, adds a 
heavy dimension to the debate. Many 
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might feel that a sensitive branch would 
avoid the topic in order not to hurt Bert 
but they know that once you avoid ae , 
topic, it is the thin end of the wedge, ang 
they might finish up like some other 
branches, with a total ban on any subject 
which might cause tensions. The last 
thing they want to be is such an emas- 
culated branch. In any event, their fellow. 
ship is such that Bert will stay, even if it 
hurts sometimes. 


Likewise Sue, the blind girl, is usually a 
quiet listener, but has been known to 
take issue with the ex-Service men present 
on the issue of pacifism, and the men 
haven’t been kind to her, because she was 
young, pretty and blind. They have re- 
spected her enough to argue with her as 
an equal, and to tell her when she was 
talking rubbish! Religious debate is a 
frequent item, with a glorified free-for-all 
between Roman Catholic, Anglicans, 
Baptist, Quaker and Humanist. And re- 
cently, Bert Foster and Dr Gander have 
been having a rare set-to about hospital 
pay-beds, while the rest of the branch 
have watched and enjoyed. From time to 
time the whole field of industrial relations 
gets consideration, and the Union men, 
Harry, Bert and Tom, take on the Tories, 
Edgar, Phyllis, Dr Gander, with support 
from Dave Chidding. 


Yet they have discovered the marvellous 
secret that it is possible to explore points 
of severe and passionate disagreement, but 
yet to go on meeting as friends, and go on 
working together. And it is all a rea] learn- 
ing experience. Not least, the occasion 
when Edgar was grumbling about Bert 
Foster being on strike for more pay, and 
asked him exactly what he earned. Bert 
replied and then asked everyone to say 
what they earned. The branch has never 
been the same since, because they hadn’t 
quite anticipated the impact it would 
make when Bill Forsyth, in a quiet but 
very proud way, told them of the pittance 
he earned at his sheltered work-shop, but 
was able to convey his pleasure at being 
able to work and be paid at all. It wasa 
real conversation-stopper, and they all 
had to go home and do some re-thinking! 


And so it goes on. A group of people who 
can afford to face their differences, in 
fellowship, and accept the fact that differ- 
ences may remain, but need not divide. 

In realising that, and making it work, they 
grow 10 a new realisation about themselves, 
and others, and the possibilities of 
harmony in life. To quote Alec Churcher 
again, ‘something more than vague amiab- 
ility is required if any real contribution is 
to be made to the conquest of hate’. 


So that then is the kernel of the method 
of Toc H. The bed-rock on which all real 
Toc H service must lie is fellowship, and 
the bed-rock of fellowship is a relation- 
ship with another that is both uncondi- 
tional and whole. 


NEWSPOINT 
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Photo: Lancashire 


Hyndburn, Lancs, presents a Duke of 
Edinburgh Award to Brownie Guider 


i : Penny Rowbottom. As part of her work 
‘Scamps’ to local invalid children. Seen here is four-year-old Rachel Sinden, trying out for the award Penny took part in a Toc H 


one of the two Scamps presented to the Woodlands Assessment Centre in Gillingham, children’s holiday project at the Rhyl 
Kent. With Rachel are chairman Jim Walker and supervisor, Mrs Heather Lloyd Owen. Camp last summer. 


Photo: Kent Messenger 
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THE LAY OF LYMINGTON 
BRANCH 


With fifteen earnest artists’ eyes 
All focussed on one’s face 

It’s not surprising if one feels 
A little out of place: 

And if you wonder why one should 
Submit to this ordeal 

The answer is: ‘We're raising cash 
For the Jubilee Appeal’. 

While jumble sales and sponsored walks 
Ensure the income grows, 

We like to think ‘They also serve 
Who only sit and pose’. 


Photo: Aled Oldfield 


Charles Potts Singing around the barbeque fire at Dor Knap, on the Family Week last summer. Pat 


Lymington Branch members have made Sizer reports: ‘Ever since the children did a Toc H Rain Dance around the dying 
some £12 for the Appeal, earning £1 per embers of the fire, it never stopped raining!’ One of the party subsequently wrote: 
hour by sitting as models in a local art ‘The wonderful spirit which exuded from everyone in the party (from the three-year- 
class. The sequel to this delightful story olds to the over 70s) ensured a wonderful week. The youngsters’ willingness to help, 
is that Charles, having made a painful £4, their freshness of approach to new ideas, their sense of fun, to say nothing of their 
showed the portrait to his wife, who antics and vitality, sent the blood tingling through the veins. How exhilarating and 
promptly bought it for £5! enlightening the presence of youth can be!’ 


Photos: Nigel Engert 


A we $ : eee Hon h say should 
‘Industrial democracy’ is now a household phrase. How anay e o 
workers have in controlling their affairs? 
The Scott Bader Commonwealth takes industrial democracy tO its limit 
to sharing and caring in common ownership. 


Socialist Society, visited the 
its remarkable foun 
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Nigel Engert, member of the Quaker 
Bader Commonwealth and met Ernest Bader, 


l M AI A 

l. To consider in which ways the pract- 
‘ice of the early Christian communities 
who had ‘all things in common and 
flourished before God and man’ is still 

relevant today. 

2. To transcend the profit motive with 

the social ethic of Industrial Common 
'Ownership based on the world’s 
resources and wealth as the gift of God 
for all mankind and not for the exclusive 
use or selfish exploitation by countries, 
groups or individuals. 

3. To study and examine whether the 
existing charitable common ownership 
communities are working in pursuit of 
these concerns, and if so, to promote 
their wider development and acceptance 
‘at home and abroad. 


der, Convener, Wollaston Hall. 
Wellingborough, Northants. 
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Some of you may have read Schumacher’s 
Small is Beautiful: A Study of Economics 
as if People Mattered.* Ernest Bader, who 
founded the Scott Bader Commonwealth 
features in this book as the initiator ofa _ 
new pattern of ownership of the means of 
production, and Dr Schumacher is very 
complimentary about what he has achieved, 


It is easiest to describe what he is talking 
about by giving the history of the 
Commonwealth. 


Ernest Bader, to whom | talked last Nov- 
ember, told me he came over to`England 
in 1920 from his native country Switzer- 
land. He set himself up as a commercial 
agent, selling plastics and other similar 
products for various European manufact- 
urers. When the war came his supply was 
cut off and he had to start manufacturing 
himself, When the factory was blitzed a 
search was made for a new site and after 
much thought the present one at 
Wollaston, Northamptonshire, was chosen. 
It was also an opportunity to rethink the 
way the business was managed and run. 


Ernest Bader has been a life-long Christian. 


The headquarters office 
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Asa young man he had been a pacifist and 
this coupled with a desire to be his own 
master led to him leaving conservative 
Switzerland for the greater opportunities 
offered by England at that time. But he 
was not satisfied with simply running his 
own business. He also felt it was vitally 
important to reassert that God’s gifts to 
man, both physical and mental, were to 
be shared by all. In the economic sphere, 
this meant giving up the idea of a proud 
title to ownership of the means of pro- 
duction, and instead forming a 
‘Commonwealth’, 


Ernest Bader felt that a factory like his, 
with around 150 employees, could be a 
viable, independent economic unit. They 
would need to make a profit in order to 
survive and produce goods that the market 
wanted (though he was adamant that 
none of them should be used for military 
purposes). But if the Kingdom of God 
was ever to achieve realisation on earth 
(and Ernest Bader maintains that this is 
his ultimate goal), the individual’s right 

to hold shares in a firm should be replaced 
by the right of the workers in an enter- 
prise, both manual and administrative, to 
decide what should happen both to the 
enterprise itself and to its products and 
profits, and that this right should be 
inalienable. This, of course, meant that 
the ‘shares’ ceased to be shares as we norm- 


ally understand them. They are a title to 
participate and cannot be bought or sold 
on the Stock Exchange. 


Ernest Bader’s remarkable ideas were first 
put to the test in 1946 when an attempt 
to found a ‘Scott Bader Fellowship’ took 
place. It failed, but at a second attempt 

in 1951, he was successful and the Scott 
Bader Commonwealth (incorporating his 
wife Dora Scott’s name as well as his own) 
came into being. Ernest Bader told me 
that he presaw that capitalism would in- 
evitably die, as contrary to God’s will. 
This might seem impractical idealism to 
many, and out-and-out socialism at that. 
But Ernest Bader is an essentially practical 
man and not a politician of either colour. 
The manufacturing side of Scott Bader, 
producing a sophisticated range of plastics, 
became Scott Bader Ltd, under the overall 
control of its supposed employees, the 
Scott Bader Commonwealth, whose aims 
were enshrined in a formal constitution. 


This guaranteed the right of the members 
to participate in the decision-making pro- 
cess, but did not permit them to sell this 
right to others, It also forbade the dis- 
missal of any member of the Common- 
wealth except for ‘gross personal mis- 
conduct’. Finally, set proportions of the 
gross profits were to be set aside for tax 
purposes and reinvestment in the business, 


H 


Rn E ES nnn 


for distribution in the form of an annual 
bonus to members of the Commonwealth, 
and most important of all, for allocation 
to outside causes, mainly charities. 


It would be dishonest to suggest that 
everything has been plain sailing at Scott 
Bader. Any experiment of this kind must 
rely on the determination of those who 
participate in it and make it succeed. But, 
in spite of trials and tribulations, Ernest 
Bader remains confident that the Common- 
wealth will continue to prosper. In fact 
he goes further than this. The present 
Industrial Common Ownership Bill, re- 
cently passed by the House of Commons, 
does not go far enough, he told me. All 
human beings should have the funda- 
mental right to share in the ownership of 
the means of production and this should 
be recognised by an Act of Parliament. 
Ernest Bader remains at 87 an ardent 
advocate of his cause, and makes sure his 
voice is still heard: ‘Faith opens one’s 
mind and heart to a new awareness of the 
underlying reality in an otherwise con- 
tradictory and incomprehensible situation’, 
he says. ‘The person without faith has 
nothing to stand on and is lost.’ And if 
you want proof that Ernest Bader’s faith 
has a firm foundation in achievement, go 
to the Scott Bader Commonwealth at 
Wollaston, near Wellingborough in 
Northamptonshire and see for yourself} 
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NEWSPOINT 
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Sincere congratulations to the several 
Toc H members who have received New 
Year Honours. 

We are happy to report that Paris 
Branch member Mme Marion Deschamps 
has been nominated to receive the MBE 


~ 
S Š on behalf of Toc H. 
Z ; k x Elizabeth Twistington Higgins, 
be ED Š Toc H member, received an MBE for her 
3 y j $ work as a painter, and the former Vicar of 
2 A s All Hallows, the Rev Colin Cuttell, re- 
Pa S&S S ceived an OBE. Pickering Branch mem- 
S x = - ber Reg Harvey was awarded a British 
SE Whoops! John Burgess at the Prideaux Empire Medal for his service to the com- 
xc House, URRE, Christmas celebrations. munity in planting, at his own expense, 


Toc H has once again taken Bingham by 
storm. Every Christmas Bingham Branches 
Notts, lay on a tremendous feast of activ- 
ities, including carol singing, a Christmas 
parcel round for senior citizens, a New 
Year’s Eve dinner, ‘It’s a Knock-out’ and 
above all a visit from Santa Claus. Last 
year Santa arrived in Toytown, this year 

. Phil Jacques, men’s branch chairman, 
takes up the story. 

‘Each year Santa comes to the 

Town Square to collect toys for “less 
fortunate” children. Despite a rainy night 
many children and parents arrived clutch- 
ing their toys only to find just one 
monster 14-foot milk bottle. They hadn’t 
long to wait as the sound of drums heralded 
the arrival of 20 ten-foot “Humphreys” 
who attacked the bottle. By this time, 
Ernie, “the fastest milkman in the West” 
had arrived to protect his wares. But 
surprise, surprise, what should emerge 
from the bottle but Santa, complete with 
sack to collect his presents. He was offic- 
ially welcomed by a Borough Councillor 
and then received over 400 gifts from the 
children.’ 


CAMERA IN THE 
COTSWOLDS 


Friday (evening) 20-Sunday 22 May 
Plans are now being made for an exciting 
new venture: a weekend of photography 
at Dor Knap — in the spring! 

The Cotswolds in springtime are at 
their most glorious and the weekend will 
give you plenty of time to take your own 
photos and slides, including a shooting 
exercise, processing of all film taken, and 
its compilation into a tape/slide 
programme. 

Full board £8.50 plus £2 into the 
kitty to pay for film, chemicals etc. 

Hurry to book now with Rev 
Crispin White, 68 Thorpe Park Road, 
Peterborough. (Tel:Peterborough 63686). 


thousands of spring bulbs in his locality. 
And finally, Col George Wharton of 
Erewash and Trent Valley District, was 
awarded a knighthood. 


S 
The Paderborn a Club took part in 
the World Chain of Light for the first time 
last year. About 20 members and friends 
gathered for a service led by the Padre of 
the Garrison Church, the Rev John 
Andrews. Sophie Henderson, the warden, 
writes: ‘Taking our place in the World 
Chain made us feel very much part of the 
international fellowship of Toc H, and we 
hope that this will become an annual 
event for us here in Paderborn’. 
HAGKNEY VIGIL 

H 
For the first time in six years, the residents 
= of Mark 3 kept a 24 hour Vigil to mark 
the World Chain of Light. The opening 
act of devotion was led by Brother 
Aquinas of St Pauls, Dock Street, E], the 
lessons being read by the residents. 

After the reading of the message 
from Umtali, films of Rhodesia were 
shown by Father Fred Harris, recently 
returned from Africa. 

The theme of the Vigil was 
‘Community’ and the Four Points were 
discussed by John Burgess, Alf Thorp , 
Wally Walton and Michael Anderton. The 
Rev Jim Wilkie of the British Council of 
Churches spoke of the Jona Community 
and Chris Stern sang folk songs. 

Five Toc H ladies braved the snows 


of Scotland to travel south to join us. 
With the dedication of Tubby’s 


An alluring LTV fairy at a hospital 
wea in Chailey, Sussex. 
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Clean up for All Hallows: London Marks- 
-men prepared the church especially for — 
the new vicar’s arrival on 27 January. 
Enter: NUTS. A new Toc H group based 
on the Birmingham Centre open to any 
bona fide nutty people who can get in 
touch. NUTS are planning a NUTTY 
weekend convention for 1-3 April at Port 
Penrhyn (cost £4.50); also a NUTTY 
summer project from 26 July-6 August, 
when the Brum Centre Folk Group will j 
be hitting the road from Birmingham to 
tour the beautiful South Wales and/or 
Cornish coasts. Estimated cost £20. If effigy in All Hallows Church on the Sat- 
you can sing, play, or tell jokes, contact urday afternoon, it was a truly wonderful — 


Ged Bates (021-449 4668) — especially if and moving weekend on a par with the 
you are a bass guitarist! Jubilee weekend of 1975. 
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MAD MARCH MARATHON... 


There’s nothing like a quiet stroll down 
Devon lanes to give a chap new ideas. But 
when the ‘stroll’ amounts to 360 miles he 
could well need new feet! 

However such a prospect is not 
going to daunt Bob Haimes, the 45-year- 
old leader at Toc H Hackney Youth 
Centre, adjoining London’s Mark 3. 
‘Marathon Bob’ aims to raise at least £300 
to be used on youth projects in Hackney. 
Even the basic sponsoring rate of one 
tenth of a penny per mile could mean 36p 
for the course, should Bob complete the 
round trip from Hackney to Exeter and 
back. 

‘D’ day will be 12 March when 
Bob will sally forth accompanied by a 
crowd of local kids, a band and other well- 
wishers. His first stop will be the Town 
Hall where he will be receiving greetings 
from the Mayor of Hackney to deliver to 
the Mayor of Exeter. Then it’s full steam 


‘FAR TO GO’ 
by Celia Davies 
Far to gö ıs Celia Davies’ sequel to Clean 
Clothes on Sunday. It continues the story 
of her life from her marriage through to 
her husband’s retirement from the Army 
in the late Forties. 

The book is a lovely collection of 
vivid and colourful memories, all tinged 
with the atmosphere of those times and 
all re-told with a great sense of fun and 
sparkle. They are very personal and some- 
times poignant memories about the person- 
alities of the day and the effects that 
worldwide events of the Thirties and 


Forties had on an Army wife and her family. 


Throughout the book one feels 
that the writer has a great reverence for 
life and the individual. Mrs Davies has a 
great gift for making the most of every- 
thing and enjoying every day, and to 
share in that is a joy. 

The book cover and chapter head- 
ings are drawn by her husband, Col John 
Davies, (a Toc H member) and these add 
to the very personal flavour of the book. 
Karen Hull 

*Published by Terence Dalton Ltd, £3.80 


Salisbury 
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ahead for Staines, the first overnight stop 
en route. Bob will be accompanied by a 
back-up team of about three volunteers, 
plus a vehicle; however it is hoped that 
hospitality will be provided by Toc H 
branches in the three Regions through 
which he will pass. Arrangements have 


been made to publicise the walk in schools, 


shops, and libraries ‘en route’. The more 
people there are to cheer Bob on his way 
the better and if he did just happen to 
get joined by a brass band, a morris 
dancing troupe or a circus parade..... ! 
After a quick sprint round Exeter 
football ground at half-time on 19 March, 
Bob and the team will head homewards 
to Hackney where their return has been 
timed to coincide with a weekend fund- 
raising project at Prideaux House, start- 
ing on 25 March. If all goes well they 
should just be in time to join us at a 
“Cockney Evening’ for a pint and a pie. 


Hackney 


PLASTIC MACS 


Can anyone give the Manchester Children’s 
Camp Committee a contact to buy 
(cheaply) plastic macs and pumps for 
children between 8 and 11? Most of the 
20 children going to the Toc H summer 
holiday camp at Rhyl do not possess a 
mackintosh, so if it is raining they have to 
stay indoors. 

Mrs Christine Platt, Hon Secretary 
of the camp committee, writes to say: 
‘You would be surprised how many times 
we hear people saying that with our won- 
derful Welfare State there are no more 
children in need. Let me tell you one 
story which happened two days before 
last year’s camp. An NSPCC officer tele- 
phoned me to ask if we could take two 
children for a week because the father 
had come out of prison the day before, 
and had beaten his wife almost senseless. 
The children had raised the alarm by run- 
ning down the road in their night clothes 


screaming and the NSPCC officer was des- 
perately trying to get them away from the 


situation. When you hear of things like 
that, how can anyone in their right mind 
say that there are no children in need?’ 
(Mrs Platt, ‘Langdale’, 9 Southgate, 
Urmston, Lancs.) 
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E Welcome to the new warden of Prid- 
eaux House, Hackney! As from | March, 
Jeff Bird takes over from John Burgess, 
who is moving to a new post on the field Fa 
staff in Beds and Herts. Our best wishes 
to Jeff and John in their new jobs. 

S a a 

@ Toc H was the centre of attention at 
Ryde, on the Isle of Wight, when the local 
branch organised a United Charities Fayre 
and invited a dozen other small charities 

to take a stall. It was a wild success, 
brought much publicity and goodwill for 
Toc H with a unanimous request for a 
bigger and better event this year. Total 
takings exceeded £500. 


E A new Toc H group has started up in 
Glenrothes, the New Town in Scotland 
which staged such a successful playscheme 
last summer. Several of the group’s mem- 
bers were involved Jast year and are busy 


Plann a epea this yas eun N Pen 


Mha fi parent got together with 


Prideaux House last Christmas to organise A 
a fantastic week-long playscheme for their 
kids. The opportunities were marvellous: 
including printing, modelling, and tie 
dying, making puppets, dragons, wood- 
work; they also went to the circus and 
had a group of clowns called Abracadabra 
to entertain them and a group from the 
Old Kent Road. 

AN p or LAAN ANAA 
mA Medal of Merit has been awarded by 
the Scout Movement to Sudbury (Suffolk) 
branch member Mrs Dorothy Mulley. 
Dorothy, or ‘Mulley’ as she is known, has 
been associated with the 3rd Sudbury 
Scout Group for 35 years. 


W One up to the four members of Salford 
Branch who recently organised a party for 
60 elderly blind folk. They raised funds 
in Salford market and gave each lady 
guest a necklace; and for each man: four 
cans of beer! 


@ Children and volunteers from last 
summer's Norfolk camp at North Barsham 
enjoyed a reunion when they met up for 

a Christmas trip to the pantomime in 
Great Yarmouth. Broads District organ- 
ised the visit and Gorleston Women’s 
Branch provided tea. 


@ Twydall Branch, in Kent, put ona 
successful party for 60 housebound people 
at Christmas. Entertainment was given 

by the local operatic group and the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Gillingham attended. 


@ A grand Burns Supper at Kirkcaldy was 
attended by no fewer than 73 members 
of the Tayforth District. 
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ETTERS 


SOUTH AFRICA 


I await with curiosity any response from 
the family of Toc H in South Africa to 
your objective December Viewpoint out- 
lining some of the key human problems 
powerfully perpetuated by a minority 
elite in that part of the world. 

To agree with you and commit 
such opinion, under-signed, to uncensored 
publication by our members within South 
Africa (or Rhodesia, which I visited 11 
years ago) I am not expecting — only 
empty silence. 1 am wondering whether 
they deserve our derision as well as ‘our 
earnest prayers’, as Cyril Cattell suggests 
on a subsequent page. 

Christ overturned tables, we are 
told, in a temple, for corrupted ways 
he saw in his midst. He also made some 
penetrating remarks which now well fit 
the South African scene, from several 
perspectives... 


Paul Rogoff 
Handsworth Wood, Birmingham 


RHODESIA 


After reading Ivy Oman’s article in the 
December issue on Toc H in Rhodesia one 
can be encouraged by what one reads of 
their involvement in their respective com- 
munities — not least with the handicapped 
and remand centres; two aspects of life 
which I have been interested in for some 
time. 

Rhodesia is a country torn in 
many directions, politically and socially, 
because of a man-made barrier: colour. 
Thankfully men of goodwill such as 
Henry Kissinger have gone out of their 
way to have fair play and a sense of jus- 
tice brought to Africa for the good of all. 
Every man is equal before our maker what- 
ever his colour, race or creed. The needs 
of the minority groups are no less than 
those of the majority and should deserve 
equal opportunity to come to ultimate 
fruition, We should all aim to accept men 
for what they are, however difficult, and 
not for what we might wish. Men are 
made up of many components, some good, 
some bad. Let’s not seek out the bad but 
respect and use the good to cross barriers 
and build friendships. 

Toc H in Rhodesia has much to do 
over the coming years — especially with 
the prospect of a black majority govern- 
ment in sight. We can do much to influ- 
ence and teach in that land, as here at 
home, in constructive opposition to 
bodies such as the National Front who 
will have no dealings with the black pop- 
ulation. They cannot and must not be 
allowed to poison men’s minds with 
hatred and malice for the minority groups, 
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who in the main (we have dodgy sheep in 
our own ranks) work hard, live hard and 
expect and deserve equality of opport- 


unity and life. iy 
We must all get involved politically 


— politics is about, and concerns, people 
and therefore Toc H is in, like it or not, 
as a driving movement of people who can 
and must show the road to placid 
harmony. 


Geoffrey Heathcock 
Saffron Walden, Essex 


RALPH THORNE 


It is with regret, and much sadness, that 

I heard of the passing away of a very good 
friend, Ralph Thorne. In the comparat- 
ively small time that | have been a member 
of the Bebington Branch I found Ralph 

to be both friend and also my inspiration. 
He inspired me to heights I would never 
have thought possible, a couple of years 
ago. 

I will try to carry out all the work 
I have started, and go on from there in 
Ralph’s memory, and with the true Toc H 
spirit. 

I am sure the rest of the branch 
members won’t mind my saying on their 
behalf: he loved widely; he will be sadly 
missed, not just by the branch but by 
Toc H in general. 


Stan Hurley 
Bebington, Merseyside 


From the Burgomaster of Poperinge 
to the President of the Talbot House 
Association: 


| thank you very much for your kind 
letter of 28 November and for your con- 
gratulations on my re-election as burgo- 
master of Poperinge. 

Iam happy that my period of 
office has been extended and that PI get 
the opportunity to continue my work and 
my endeavours in a new greater Poperinge. 

Poperinge and Toc H have always 
worked together in an atmosphere of 
friendship and understanding. We can not 
speak of debt when it concerns Talbot 
House. We are happy to lend a helping 
hand and to have our little part in the 
noble projects of Toc H. 

Therefore, it'll be one of my future 
aims to encourage the surrounding munic- 
ipalities — soon belonging to greater 
Poperinge — to support the Toc H Move- 
ment in all its activities. 

Christmas is approaching. Might 
it be like Toc H in the world. Peace and 
sun for everybody. 


A Sansen 
Burgomaster, Poperinge 


GROWING OLD GRACEFULLY 


Critics of Freddie Petch must remember 
that ‘grace’ comes from God. 

Growing old ‘gracefully’ docs not 
by definition mean ‘uselessly’. 


C E Picton Warlow 
Beaumont-cum-Moze, Essex 


GROWING OLD 
DISGRACEFULLY? 


| was warned that my self-inflicted retire- 
ment might cause a little mumbling in 
beards, but the last thing that I expected 
was sympathy! 

Padre Cardale is sad at the thought 
of me sitting and dreaming about the 
Four Points ‘like so many others who join 
the ‘“do-nothing brigade” °’. Sam ‘Blinks’ 
Brentnall urges me to drop my shawl and 
desert my rocking chair. Anonymous re- 
minds me that I would be better off wear- 
ing out than rusting out. 

Bless them all — in the nicest way — 
but I feel they may have misinterpreted 
my intentions. I have retired from active 
and formal membership of Toc H (Inc), 
That does not mean desertion or abandon- 
ment of all that Toc H has meant to me 
over my comparatively short span of 28 
years, but just stepping aside to encourage 
the ‘steady flow of people’ which my old 
friend Colin Campbell so rightly says 
makes Toc H a Movement. 

l agree with Ken Western that the 
benefits we have received from Toc H 
must be shared with others. This can be 
achieved in many ways and in my own 
pattern I shall hope to work to that end. 
To ease the worries of those who see me 
slipping slowly into senility, perhaps I 
should affirm right away that the Four 
Points, to me, are something more than a 
text to hang on the wall. 

Without seeking approbation or a 
medal, perhaps you will permit me to 
mention some of the things which com- 
bine to keep me reasonably aware of what 
goes on around me. For instance, I am 
a Vice-President of the League of Friends 
of our local mental hospital; | am on the 
civilian committee of our local squadron 
of the ATC. I have even become involved 
in politics by becoming treasurer of the 
local committee of the party to which I 
belong. All this brings me into touch with 
all sorts and conditions of men and 
women, old and young, fit and unfit. 
Most satisfying of all my activities is as a 
driver in the Ambulance Car Service to 
which I have belonged for four years. I 
drive four days a week collecting patients 
from their homes anywhere in North Herts, 

take them to specified hospitals for treat- 
ment (eg Mount Vernon, Addenbrookes, 
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Royal Free, Northwick Park) wait for 
them and take them home. The average 
daily journey is 75 miles and I estimate 
that I have totalled 45,000 miles and carried 
about 1500 different passengers. Every 
one of those journeys has been an educ- 
ation and I have learned something of 
humanity from every one of those women, 
men and children. Each has contributed 
in some way to the fulfilment of my 
pledge to try to love widely and think 
fairly — and who could ask for more? 

So, Sam, the rocking chair is still 
some way off, and, Padre, the Four Points 
are not just a dream. I borrow my wife’s 
Point Three and my covenant continues. 
My old branch even honoured me at the 
World Chain of Light meeting by asking 
me to take Light. 

Do not grieve for me. My heart is 
still that of a Toc H man even though my 
body may be otherwise engaged. 


Freddie Petch 
Hitchin, Herts 


EXTENSION NEWS 


In response to the letter in January Point 
Three from Basil Jones on the subject of 
extension, we are delighted to hear from 
John Mitchell that Toc H plans to extend 
in Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, and 
Bromyard in Herefordshire. If you know 
of anyone living in these areas who you 
think would appreciate hearing about 
Toc H, please contact John at Kyrle 
House, Edde Cross Street, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire. 


ALISON HOUSE 


May I express how very happy it made 
me to be able to attend the Christmas 
party at Alison House, through the pages 
of Point Three. 

It was wonderful to be there with 
a full house to join in fellowship to cel- 
ebrate the Lord’s birth. 

It would not have been possible 
without all the hard work that went on 
in the background and my thanks go to 
them and to Frank and Wyn for being 
the perfect hosts. 

I hope I may spend in the days 
ahead more time at Alison House where 
fellowship is always found. 


Cyril Hennessy 
Stourport-on-Severn, Worcs 


It was Toc H in action at Alison House 
this Christmas. Frank and Wyn provided 
the venue, and the 37 folk came to a very 
warm welcome there. 

The mixture of people, some 
handicapped, bereaved or lonely, were 
given the chance to share many joys. Stan 


and his six mates from Fleet shared the 
mini-bus and the projector, two sisters 
from Lancashire shared their dancing skill, 
Vi Walker ran the party with help from 
Gnas, All I could share was the washing 
up! 

What a Christmas of fun, food, 
festivity and the Christian atmosphere of 
real affection. | felt as though all my 
years in Toc H were being rewarded by 
this one weekend of joy provided mainly 
by the unselfish service given by Frank 
and Wyn. Sometimes I feel that Toc H 
must also help Toc H folk and here my 
wishes were granted. 


Gwen Margetts 
Leeds 


FRONTIERS OF THOUGHT: ESP 


A recent editorial expressed the sentiment 
that we should become more involved 
with current new ideas. In this respect 
the knowledge being revealed through 
research into all aspects of consciousness 
and the psychic sense seem particularly 
relevant. Dramatic discoveries these, that 
set fair to change everybody’s lives. 

This is a tremendously exciting 
challenge to the Movement for members 
of all ages. Research into extra sensory 
perception (ESP) has already revealed 
man’s unlimited potential for growth. 
Fully understood, it will alter our relat- 
ions with each other and mankind will 
be seen not as separate, one from the 
other, but each very much part of one 
another. The Movement, having as its 
main aim the desire to create friendship 
and understanding, should have no diffic- 
ulty in comprehending the oneness and 
unity apparent in all creation and the 
change in thinking away from material- 
ist concepts that is needed. 

Few will deny that we are exhaus- 
ting our spiritual heritage or that the cur- 
rent creed is destroying our culture. Mat- 
erialist concepts are dominant. Many 
suffer a form of spiritual sickness. Essent- 
ially religious in the broadest sense, people 
feel frustrated in the present climate of 
thought. 

Even half a century ago most were 
assured through faith of the reality of 
other streams of consciousness. They 
were able in times of need to seek solace 
through prayer and the whole religious 
tradition. This generation, lacking such 
an unscientific thing as faith and being 
themselves the product of this material- 
istic society, are denied this contact. If 
you have faith in God it can be immeasur- 
ably strengthening. If on the other hand 
you are amongst that great majority who 
no longer subscribe, a rediscovery of the 
occult, along with an investigation into 


ESP, can help one to find a new meaning 
to life. 

Essential truths are enshrined in 
the teachings of all the world’s religions 
but have to be expressed in a different 
way in the light of psychic research. 

Thoughts have the power to heal 
or hurt; love is the only solution to human 
existence. In these essentials the teach- 
ings of the past are in full accord with 
those of science. Man is far more than 
the old materialist ever dreamt. Our four- 
fold commitment recognises the import- 
ance of this loving service to our fellow 
human beings. 

Physical resources are being squan- 
dered at an alarming rate. So why not try 
and use our inner ones to obtain a better 
understanding of ourselves. To discover 
that inner communion, we need to 
develop that side of us that has been neg- 
lected in this 20th century. These far out 
frontiers, as many think of them, will be 
the orthodox thinking of tomorrow. 


JM Stamp 
Felpham Branch, Sussex 


FAMILY SPIRIT 


I would like to take this opportunity 
through the medium of Point Three of 
expressing the Scottish Region's gratitude 
for the donation of £50 from Norfolk 
Toc H Activities Committee which will be 
used to help meet the deficit on our 
Glenrothes Playscheme project. 

This wonderful gesture demon- 
strates once again the family spirit which 
exists in our Movement. 

I would like, on behalf of our 
Regional Council and membership in 
Scotland, to thank the Norfolk Toc H 
Activities Committee and all who support 
them, and would conclude by stating that 
when I had the opportunity to thank a 
member of the committee at Central 
Council, the answer I received was ‘Well, 
we are a Family, aren’t we?’ 


Jimmy Campbell 
Scottish Regional Chairman 


HAVE YOU SEEN IT? 


Jim Williams of Harpenden Branch, Herts, 
asks if anyone in Toc H knows of the 
whereabouts of his tapestry of ‘The 
Hands’, copied from the line drawing by 
Barclay Baron. 

Jim embroidered the work (some 
4 feet x 3 feet) about 30 years ago; the 
last trace of it was in the chapel at Mark 
11 in Leicester. 

If you have seen it recently, please 
get in touch with Jim at | Barns Dene, 
Harpenden, Herts. 


NWSONT 
COMMEMORATING CHECKMATE SO LONG, ROUNDY AND SOUARY 
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KING DAVID Jane Burgess 

To be honest we did not expect our first 

Michael Anderton Inter-Marks Chess Tournament, held at 
Readers may remember the rock opera Talbot House, Tower Hill, on 2 November 
King David especially commissioned for last year, to be quite the success it was. 
the All Hallows 1300th Anniversary Mark 7 (Euston), Talbot House 
Festival last year. On Sunday 19 Dec- and Mark 13 (Kennington) each ‘fielded’ 
ember Bishop Daly dedicated a kneeler five-strong teams. Kennington even 
to commemorate the event. brought along a few supporters, who, not 

j being content on the ‘touch-lines’ (shades Feawaclian Cairn iu aane IES 


of Inter-Marks Football), embarked on Peude cndi Squares. 
collateral games. The final result of the 
competition itself was surprisingly even, 
with Mark 7 scoring 12 points, Talbot 
House ten and Mark 13 eight. (Two 
points were awarded for a win and one to 
each player for a stalemate (no — nota 
matured cheese, but a drawn position!). 
Altogether, an occasion for the 
quieter, contemplative members of the 
three houses to come together in a contest, 
at times so riveting that an onlooker could 
hear a pin drop, and to share thoughts 
afterwards. Something that should be 


Photo: Richard Anderton 


Roger Hargreaves 


It was designed by John Lyall, 
who staged the show, and as you will see 
from the photograph is highly symbolic. 
In the centre is the Star of David itself, 
and the main background in cross stitch- 
ing is a field of grain, which was used in 
the show for the death and anointing 
scenes. The lightning suggests the power 
of the Ark. The cross hatching and title 
are in black, red and yellow, the colours 
of the warrior king. Surrounding the de- 
sign are the captions of the Festival and 
the names of the author, composer, dir- 
ector and designer. 

Mrs Mary Young, the Toc H mem- 
ber who made the kneeler, is one of the 
leading needle-women in the country. 
She won first prize in the Toc H Golden 
Jubilee Exhibition and examples of her 
embroidery and tapestry are 1o be seen in 
many churches and cathedrals throughout 
the land. Her latest work is a masterpiece: 
a large scale tapestry of the life and jour- 
neys of Hannibal. This quite by chance 
has coincided with the recent expedition 
that has been following Hannibal's 


Photo: Westminster Studios 


route over the Alps. We at All Hallows ee co SI Ep L treet A 
should like to express our thanks forher If you want a quick lesson on how to use your Region's Marler-Hayley exhibition kit 
beautiful work. We hope many Toc H (you can get it free on loan) just look at this picture! Note the three-dimensional, 
members will come to view it when they informal layout, so much more attractive than the ‘everything against the wall’ 
visit the church. technique; the use of the display panels as a camouflage for the projector stand; the 

It has always been hoped that centre white panel as a projection screen; the Toc H development posters mounted on 


King David , starting as a special commis- _ stiff card under the tables; and the use of display panels as mounting boards for posters 
sion for the Festival, would go on. More and photographs. Also the easy accessibility of give-away literature (including ‘Point 


than one theatre in the West End has Three’) on the tables in front. Full marks to the North Wales and North West Region 
expressed interest in it, as well as the for this display at a youth festival in Whalley, Lancashire. Thanks also to the two 
Israeli Commission for the Arts. stand stewards, Alan Daniels’ sons, Peter and John! 


` 
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WELCOME 


TOM GULLIVER 
A warm welcome to Tom Gulliver who 
joins the staff on | March to work in the 
South West Region, based on Bristol. 


Photo: Bob Broeder 


Tom must be one of the best 
known people in the Movement, having 
been a familiar face — and articulate 
speaker — at Central Council for many 
years, and having acted as Vice-Chairman 
of the Central Executive Committee from 
1970-74. He has also held various offices 
in the former Northern and Beds & Herts 
Areas and currently sits on the South East 
REC, and CEC. 

He must also be one of those who 
have thought most deeply about the pur- 
poses of the Movement — as members 
know from his joint editorship of New 


Forum, (shared with Ken Prideaux-Brune). 


In his mid-fifties, Tom has decided 
to leave the Civil Service for the Toc H 
staff. We are lucky to have him, and we 
wish Tom and his wife, Rhoda, all the 
best for their new role in the Movement. 


The following branches elected new 
members during January: 


4 — Preston Youth Action (j) Group 

3 — West Wales District 

2 — Bangor (j), Bingham (m), Bristol 
Action (j) Group, Colne-Orwell 
District, Llanelli (j), Shirley (j) 
Group 

1 — Anstey (w), Bexhill-on-Sea (j), 


Calstock (in), Camberwell & 
Dulwich (m), Central Overseas, 
Coomb (j), Eastbourne (w), 
Edmonton (m), Leeds (w), 
Northants District, North London 
District, Runcorn (j) Group, Seal 
(m), Sherborne & Yeovil (w), South 
Tees (j) Group, South Yorkshire 
District, Stourport (m), Strathclyde 
District, Warrington and District 
Youth Action (j) Group. 


A warm welcome to 38 new members. 


A 


Pa 


OBITUARY 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In May: Victor D Verrall (Sittingbourne) 
In July: William H Evans (Pwllheli) 

In October: Edgar C Fulks (West Herts 
District) 

In November: Harold F Bridger (Chirk), 
R E ‘Dru’ Drury (Constable District), 
Norman S Elkins (Sittingbourne), William 
L Gibb (Broughty Ferry), Hettie Ridges 
(South East Essex District), Cicely H 
Thompson (Guisborough) 

In December: May R Babbage (Durring- 
ton), C G ‘Bill’ Brooker (Southdown 
District), G Clifford Howes (Leeds), 
Clifford Rathmell (Bailiff Bridge), 
Douglas W Saunders (Uxbridge), Francis 
M Skinner (St Thomas), Edith Southam 
(Kettering), Sarah A ‘Nancy’ Sparrow 
(Elmstead), Henry J Upton (Beckenham) 
In January: Louis Ambler (Wortley de 
Leeds), Walter W Bennett (Sheringham), 
Rose Miller (Milford on Sea), Mabel F 
Rofe (Poole), H Norman Wheway 
(Kimberworih), John P Williams 
(Welshpool) 


John Bond, Watford Branch, missing since 
October 1976 while on holiday in the 
Loch Awe Area, Scotland. 


We give thanks for their lives. 


A Service of Thanksgiving for the life and 
work of Ralph Thorne will be held at All 
Hallows Church on Thursday 10 March 

at Spm. Those especially wishing to con- 


tribute to a memorial at Port Penrhyn 
should contact Frank Rice, 2 Greenfields 
Avenue, Bromborough, Wirral, Merseyside 
L62 6DD 


PROBE 


what are the issues on which we ought to 
be prepared to stand up and be counted? 
What kind of political involvement does 
this imply? 

It has always been a problem in Toc H to 
commit members to a united stand on any 
issue, since the Movement comprises such 
a wide divergence of views. But the fact 
that Toc H is ‘Everyman’s Club’ has often 
been used as an excuse for not making a 
stand at all. The Four Points do, in fact, 
spell out certain fundamentals on which 
members should be able to agree. What 


‘Reckoning nothing of the world’s opinion’, 


MARY NELSON of BELFAST 

No one can have lived out her deep belief 
in all that Toc H stands for more self- 
lessly and sincerely than Mary Nelson of 
Belfast who died early in January at the 
age of 64. 

Retiring from teaching to give as 
much time as possible to the newly 
formed Alliance Party (made up of mem- 
bers of all shades of faith) she canvassed 
for it in areas of danger where she was 
warmly welcomed for her genuine concern 
into homes unaccustomed to friendly 
visits. Then the Women’s Peace Move- 
ment got under way and again she became 
closely involved, going on most of the 
marches in Ulster, taking friends and 
neighbours with her. She had a meeting 
in her house in December to plan a public 
meeting to form a Peace Group in her 
own district. 

All this extra activity was not 
allowed to detract from the loyal service 
given weekly for many years at the 
Mission to Seamen Club at the docks, or 
the Monday group she ran for lonely 
elderly or widows. Her bicycle took her 
in all weathers on her errands of friend- 
ship, or to door to door collecting for one 
or other of her interests, which included 
the Beacon House (for ex-patients from 
mental hospital) of which she was com- 
mittee Chairman. She gave no thought 
to her own comfort, convenience or 
safety if she could bring about reconcil- 
iation or give other help to anyone in real 
need. 

A very large number of her friends 
and associates joined her family at her 
funeral and Mass was said for her in 
several Roman Catholic Churches. Indeed 
she is remembered with proud 
thanksgiving. 

Frances Beeton 


Central Council Study Question No 3 


are they? (See Diary for full version of 
Four Points.) 

Translating these fundamentals 
into practicalities is more difficult. Some 
would like to see a stand taken on racial 
discrimination, others would stress moral 
behaviour or religious instruction in 
schools. 

What sort of ‘stand’ could we take, 
anyway? 

Why are so many in Toc H reluct- 
ant to involve themselves in political or 
religious debate? — either inside the 
branch, or outside in public? 
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For every £1 you give 
to Toc H under Deed 
of Covenant your Region 
will get an EXTRA 

54 pence FREE. 


Sign before 31 March 
and you will get it 
THIS YEAR! 


Ask for details from 
Branch and District 
Treasurers, members 
of staff, Regional 
Officers or Finance 
Secretary, Wendover. 


gP 


but hurry-do it now! 


SMALL ADS 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) tive weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month, The 
charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point 
Three magazine, 


Holiday caravan to let: Sandy Bay, Exmouth, 
Devon (cliff top site), 6 berth 23ft van. 20 May 
— 1 Oct. £20 to £34 per week. Apply P Hinder, 
163 Ilchester Road, Yeovil, Somerset. 


Caravan: 6 berth, fully equipped, 100 yards 
from the sea. Site facilities excellent. Hot 
water showers, wash-hand basin, flush toilets. 
Swim pool. Variety of shops and restaurant. 
Car parks and bus service from Clacton-on-Sea; 
British Rail from Liverpool Street, London. 
Toc H families welcome. Animals allowed. 
Season July - September. £15 per week, 
please apply to Mrs M Burgess, 6 Upper Park 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


Spend your holiday this year at Arosa Guest 
House, 23 Pinecliffe Avenue, Southbourne, 
Bournemouth. Situated near cliff-top, shops 
and transport into central Bournemouth. H & C 
in all bedrooms; dining-room with separate 
tables; lounge with colour TV. Free parking 
space. Write or phone for brochure from 
proprictor ~ Mrs Betty Henwood (née 
Humphreys, Ex Toc H HQ 47 Francis Street 
staff). Tel: 0202 43696. 
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Normanhurst Hotel occupying centre position, 
sea front St Leonards, with 17 year lease is 
offered in exchange for frechold house (cash 
adjustment). Some furniture at valuation if 
required. Would suit active retired couple 
interested in catering for guests on bed and 
breakfast basis. Write John Cole, 139 Oxford 
Strect, London W1, or telephone 01-226 0948 
(Mon-Fri 12 noon - 2 pm). 


Thornleigh Grange over Sands: a centre for the 
refreshment of body, mind and spirit and for 
the extension of Christian understanding 
through fellowship; ideal for holiday/conference 
groups, families, individuals, Sca-front; Lakes 
(Windermere 7 miles); comfortable beds; good 
food. Please send stamp for brochure to 
Manager, Thornlcigh (P3) Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria. Tel. Grange 2733. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern 
Novelties, Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Fund Raising? Try the easiest, most enjoyable 
method yet — the Webb Ivory Fund Raising 
Service. Ideal for any organisation, large or 
small, Britain's most successful and widely used 
service offers up to 25 per cent profit from a 
huge range of cards, gifts and household goods: 
all popular, fast selling items. Friends and 
families will love them. Send for our free 
colour catalogue. No cash outlay. No 
obligation. 

Dept BM8Q, Webb Ivory Limited, Queensbridge 
Works, Queen Street, Burton on Trent, Staffs. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended, Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietacrt, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


In W Germany this year? Looking for a com- 
fortable hotel, where language is no problem? 
Situated in beautiful, woody countryside? 
Quiet relaxing atmosphere, good food, com- 
fortable beds. Then try us. Near the Lorelei, 
between Rhine and Mosel. Call or write: 

The Management, Hotel Hungenrother Hof, 
3 Rhein-moselstr, 5401 Hungenroth, 

W Germany. Tel: Pfalzed 579 or in 

BAOR 06746-579. 


Hotel Lybeer has welcomed 
Toc I parties and indiv- 
iduals since 1945. Cen- 
trally situated. Bed and 
breakfast only. Hotel 
Lybeer, Korte Vulderstraat 
31, Bruges, Belgium. 


North Buckinghamshire. For properties in the 
area between £26,000 and £6,000, please con- 
tact Bonner & Son, 12 Market Square, 
Buckingham. (Tel: 028 02 2301). 
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